
Privacy Implications of 
Agricultural Data



Publicly available Ag data

Open Ag data

Ag data:
farmer, agribusiness, 
industry

Government
Ag data

Personal
Data: 

Privacy Law

* Some Ag data is also 
restricted by IP 
rights/contracts



Opening Access to Ag Data
As open data initiatives 
are being embraced more 
and more Ag data is being 
released to the public. 



Not open… but “F.A.I.R” Data

• Australia Data should be

•Findable

•Accessible

•Reusable

•Interoperable





The Rise of Data Rights
In EU,  GDPR sets a new 
standard for data 
collection, standard and 
usage

Changes how companies 
handle consumer privacy 
and gives individuals new 
rights to access and 
control their data on the 
internet



Australia
• New Data Sharing and Release laws proposed





Existing Data and Privacy  Laws

Mandatory Data Breach Notification Breach 
(Feb 2018)

•strengthens the protections afforded to everyone’s 
personal information, and will improve transparency in 
the way that the public and private sectors respond to 
serious data breaches.

Privacy Laws and 13 Privacy Principles 
(APP)
•‘identified person or a person who is reasonably 
identifiable’



‘Personal Information’

• Personal Data ?



Need for Balance

It is therefore critical to develop 
effective approaches to balance 
these benefits and risks enabling 
agricultural data to be shared 
without unduly compromising 
privacy 
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